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“...‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did
for one of the
least of these
brothers and
sisters of mine,
you did for me.’”

HANDS OF
HOPE DR

Matthew 25.37-40

TO GO OR NOT TO GO?
Figure 1HEALING WATERS...
IS THAT YOUR QUESTION?

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

If you’re called to help provide food to
someone who is ill, that’s easy enough to do.
But when God calls you to go on a mission trip,
do you answer “yes” or do you start thinking
of reasons not to go. If the calling is to a place
you know nothing about, do you hesitate?
Whatever your reasons are, don’t let fear be
one of them. Don’t be afraid “to get out of the
boat, and walk on water” (borrowed from
John Ortberg’s book If You Want to Walk on
Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat). If
God is prodding you, He has a specific purpose
for wanting you there.
Last June, two women in their mid and upper
70s went to El Almirante. Pat Doudlah and
Bonnie Hill of Crossroads Church, Madison,
Wisconsin; they LOVED the trip. If you know
either of them, take a few minutes and chat.
In the top picture, Bonnie is smiling as she
helps sift sand.
Pat is washing a child’s foot at the annual foot washing event. We’ll hear about their
experience in the next Newsletter. Below is a letter from another teammate .

We are so thankful to God for
all of his provisions from all of
you.
Severe flooding and
damage from heavy winds
have
burdened
many
communities in the DR. Your
sponsorship
funds
have
provided
needed
food,
medications, clean water and
beds for all of the children
sponsored and their families.
These are tangible ways for
Hands of Hope staff to share
God’s love and your love for
each person we serve. YOU
are making a huge impact on
these children.
Consider
sharing God’s love personally
with your sponsored child by
getting your team signed up for
this coming spring and
summer.
Contact me at
handsofhopedr.@gmail.com.
Blessings,
Vicki Hellenbrand, President
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Karmin Enge and her son Carson went on their first mission trip
together to the DR. She shared her thoughts about preparing for
the trip and their experience on the team -

“I had a wonderful opportunity to go on a mission trip this summer with my 13 year old son, Carson, to the Dominican
Republic. Even though we desired to go, initially we didn't think we would be attending as it wasn't a great time for
us financially. But God had other plans; He provided every last penny through faith, which I can truly say, although
not proudly, the size of a mustard seed. We prepared for the trip in the weeks leading up to the day in June when
we would leave what we know of as "comfort" to go to another country that we knew nothing about. We had
frequent meetings with the team that was going on the trip. The team consisted of people from High Point and
Crossroads churches as well as Hands of Hope. We didn't know anyone going on the trip very well, if at all, but
during the preparation meetings we really got to know each other and form a bond that is in-explainable with all of
the team members. These would be the people that we would spend a week with in another country. We learned
to love and trust them to be there for us when we needed them, and we would support them when they needed us.
It was very apparent that God was moving in the team.
The day arrived and we said good bye early in the morning to our family. We were excited about what God was going
to do and how he was going to use us, and we were nervous about what to expect. We had heard all about prior
trips with Hands of Hope and about the Dominican Republic but nothing really prepared us fully for the week as I
believe each experience is unique to each individual. I had been on other mission trips but this was the first to the
DR and the first with my son. We talked and prayed about it often and through the preparation and the trip we felt
God instilling in us that we are the hands and feet of Jesus as we go where he leads us.
Throughout the trip we saw many things that we hadn't seen before and we experienced a glimpse of life in an
impoverished community in the DR. I say a glimpse because we knew for us it was only temporary. I don't think we
can ever really understand what it is like to live as the families do in this small community as we can always get on a
plane and go back home. But this is home for them and they have so little compared to what we have. Yet they had
so much joy and love that it makes me feel inadequate in showing true love. As I think about what God did through
this experience, I truly believe that he did more for me and my son and in us then he did through us. He is an
awesome God.”

Carson Enge

“I’ve got nothing to do today but smile.”
– Paul Simon
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UPDATES

Boy, did it rain!

The northern part of the island was hit hard by Hurricanes Maria and José. The communities that HOH
DR works in experienced some heavy rains, strong winds and some flooding. Fortunately, there were
no reports of serious damage. El Almirante – especially the “hole” continues to deal with standing water.
There was a bright side – some kids played outside and took “showers”! (Oh, those kids have clothes
on!)

WATER FILTRATION SYSTEM IN EL ALMIRANTE
In the May, 2017 Newsletter, we told you about Healing Waters. Here is a summary and an update on the
goal of providing clean water for El Almirante.

.

Many people in the community of El Almirante do not have clean water for drinking and cooking. The water
that comes from the public water system is not filtered, and thus not healthy. Clean bottled water is
available for purchase at stores, but many people cannot afford to buy it and thus use contaminated water.
Hands of Hope explored the possibility of installing a water filtration system that could serve the community
at an affordable price. We located one in the DR – Healing Waters International (HWI).
HWI is a Christian nonprofit organization on a mission to end the global water crisis by building holistic
clean water solutions and spreading God’s love in at-risk communities around the world, empowering
people not just to survive, but to thrive – physically, socially and spiritually. Hands of Hope DR developed
a partnership with HWI to conduct an evaluation to determine the feasibility of implementing a safe water
solution in El Almirante. HWI determined that the conditions were present to proceed with the
implementation of a safe water solution for the community.
In order to install a water filtration system, an appropriate building was necessary to house the equipment
and store the water. At the same time, HOH wanted to move the library we initiated in the community
from its location in a small second story apartment to a first-floor location, accessible to all children and
adults. (Continued on page 4.)
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Water Filtration System continued …

We purchased a building that needed remodeling to meet the needs of both the water system and the library. Work
began several months ago, with the assistance of the High Point and Crossroads Church short term team last June.
The library area was completed in July and is in full use. The water system side of the building required extensive
work. The work continues with an estimated completion date of mid-October. HWI will then begin installation of
the water filtration system. Local people will be hired and trained to operate and maintain the system. A
cooperative is being formed, with local vendors receiving a more affordable price than the private market price for
bottled water.
The remaining need is for a truck to deliver the water containers (approximately 5 gallons) to homes in the
community. If anyone is interested in contributing to this expense, please contact HOH. We have been blessed with
donations from both congregations, and other individuals, to make all of this possible. The people of El Almirante
will be blessed for years to come with better health and well-being.
Submitted by: Rick Zynda, Vice President,
Hands of Hope DR

CAPULIN
Food Shortage in Capulin
In August, HOH was alerted to the fact that the Capulin
farmers had been waiting three months to be paid for selling
their onion crops to the government. Their credit had run
out at the grocery stores and they had been without fresh
water for several days.
HOH immediately ordered food and water for 43 families of
sponsored and formerly sponsored children. The grocery
store delivered the food directly to the village. As you can
see by the pictures, men, women and children showed up to
get bags of food. The somber atmosphere became one of
joy.
The farmers are actively pursuing payment from the
government and have met with the Minister of Agriculture.
They are waiting to see the outcome of that meeting, and if
unsuccessful, they will explore other options.
Child Sponsorship
The local child sponsorship coordinator, Ruth, continues to check on the sponsored children monthly. All
children who attend school received their school supplies and uniforms in August.
Four Bible Studies have been offered in the community and approximately 90 children participated in each
study. The classes are taught by local church leaders and Ruth.
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PALAMARA, ARROYO INDIO AND LECHERIA
The sponsored children in these communities received their school supplies and uniforms in August.
Some of them are attending Bible Studies at their local church. All have received medical checkups and
if medication was required, HOH works with the parents to make sure that the children receive the
prescriptions. If you have a child who is receiving medical attention or medication, we will let you know
so you can pray about the child’s health problem. New beds were delivered to the homes of 20 children
in these communities. DR staff continue to be in frequent contact with the families and community
leaders.

EL ALMIRANTE
Wet, Really Wet
It got real wet in this community from the last two
hurricanes, and weeks later, the water is still
standing. Money has been donated to provide for
two more storm drainage systems. The DR Staff
have already met with community leaders about the
issue. The Leaders have called a community
meeting for next Friday to discuss how residents can
assist in this project and to determine where two
additional drainage systems would be located. This
is exactly the kind of buy-in that we want to see
from the community.

Housing Repair Costs Increase
In the last two months we have heard of many needs,
and we ask you to pray for our organization as we
assess those needs and determine priorities.
Several of the children are living in homes that need
repair – such as new roofs. We have at least two
sponsored children’s families who need to have their
homes torn down and rebuilt.
The cost of materials on the island have always
fluctuated, but now, they are fluctuating up due to
the high demand for building materials – thanks to
the hurricanes.

If you are a sponsor of one of these children, you
may be contacted by HOH to see if you are
interested in being involved in addressing the
situation.

Medical Needs
HOH Staff have learned of a number of medical
problems in the last 2-3 weeks in El Almirante.
Our child sponsor coordinator, Marino, is in close
contact with the families involved.
Some
children’s medical conditions can be addressed
with medication. Others are requiring significant
medical testing, and in a couple of cases, surgery
will need to be performed. Most of the families
are covered under a national medical plan, so the
expenses will be mostly covered. The cost of
prescriptions in this impoverished community,
however, puts a strain on already tight budgets.
HOH is working with each family to see that the
prescriptions are purchased. In some cases, HOH
and the parents are alternating the purchase of
medication. Sponsors are being alerted when
their sponsored children are ill.
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FIRST TIMERS IN EL ALMIRANTE,
JUNE 2017

Claudia

Karmin Enge, on the left

Nick
Monson
Carson
Enge

Alison
Weber

Jamie
Herron

Bonnie
Hill

Pat
Doudlah
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AND THE REST OF THE TEAM IN EL
ALMIRANTE, JUNE 2017

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR HOH STAFF
 For eyes and ears to be open to the Gospel of Christ, and that many would commit their
lives to Jesus.
 For accurate diagnoses of children’s health problems and treatments that will make
them well again.
 For God’s grace on these people.
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