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“...‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did
for one of the
least of these
brothers and
sisters of mine,
you did for me.’”

HANDS OF
HOPE DR

Matthew 25.37-40

HEALING WATERS

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

As I watched a news program tonight, there was a
commercial for a water filtration system that fits
on your kitchen faucet. The announcer said that
lead and
other contaminants
Figure
1HEALING
WATERS... can still be found in
our water. In the early 1970s, the Clean Water Act
and the Safe Drinking Water Act were enacted.
HEALING
WATERSfor water and
The U.S. Government
set standards
INTERNATIONAL
states were largely
in charge of establishing plans
and policies for meeting those standards. In a
country rich in resources and ingenuity, we can
drink water directly from our faucets.

It doesn’t matter where you live in the DR;
there are no faucets that will give you clear
uncontaminated drinking water. The DR is
a country with poor quality surface, ground
and coastal water resources. There are no
laws that set standards for waste water
management and agricultural run-off.
Water problems plague the government
and its citizens. The increase of tourism on
the island (the country’s largest
employment resource) puts a further
burden on a system that is already failing.

Water tests have found pesticides, organic
matter and bacteriological contamination.
With the help of non-profits, some rural
communities have water wells, which
supply unfiltered water.
In some urban areas, there are faucets or
old fashioned pump handles that stick up
out of the ground. However, pipes are
continually breaking, and again the water is
not filtered. In neighborhoods near
manufacturing plants, hazardous amounts
of cadmium, chrome, and other heavy
metals have been found in the water.
Four communities working with HOH DR,
are in need of water filtration systems:
Arroyo Indio, Capulin, El Almirante and
Palamara.
(Lecheria is the only HOH
community with a water pumping station.
The Frisco, TX Team installed it two years
ago and continue to provide filters for the
system.)

Bad water = illness and disease

Solution –

In some rural areas, people still get their
water and swim in the same streams where
their horses, cows and sheep visit. Storm
runoffs go directly into the streams.

To help the other communities, you search
for the right organization to get your goal
accomplished. HOH found Healing Waters,
a Christian organization in the DR, which

Today I thank God for You and
our Child Coordinators. We
know that children need loving
interaction, guidance, prayer
and support from caring Chirst
adoring adults to discover their
incredible value as God’s
children. We are so blessed to
partner with you to touch so
many children and to have staff
whom do life with these
children in each community
and care deeply for their
spiritual, physical, social and
economical wellbeing.
YOU
are making a huge impact on
these children. We thank God
for your loving hearts and
willingness to care for and pray
for these precious children.
Whatever level of engagement
you have with your sponsored
child, you ARE making a
difference in his or her life.
Today’s a good day to write a
letter of encouragement to
your sponsored child.
Vicki Hellenbrand, President
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installs water filtration systems, sets up
distribution routes, hires and trains local
residents to maintain the system.
Healing Waters has worked with numerous
non-profits, including Compassion International and Food for the Hungry, and now
they have agreed to work with Hands of
Hope DR. JJ Gomez, Director of Field
Development, completed an assessment of
El Almirante recently, and determined the
type of water filtration system needed and
explained location requirements.

Due to the size of the system and
HOH’s desire to move the El Almirante
library to a better location, HOH staff
have found a building with sufficient
space and in reasonably good shape.
The building will cost $10,800. The
estimated cost of the filtration system
is $15,000-$16,000.

Would you please consider giving a donation
today? If you are interested in receiving more
information about this project, please contact
Vicki Hellenbrand, President of HOH DR, and
she answer all your questions. Of course, if you
know a philanthropist, please talk to him/her
about our projects. Our email address is
handsofhopedr@gmail.com.

HOH is looking for donors for the El
Almirante project and for water
filtration systems in all the communities.

If you’d like to learn more about Healing
Waters, you can visit their website at
healingwaters.org.

COMMUNITY UPDATES
CAPULIN

EL ALMIRANTE

.

Ruth, Capulin’s child facilitator, continues to
make monthly visits to each sponsored
child’s home. The importance of Ruth’s visits
assures each family that not only is their
sponsored child important to us, but that the
family as a whole is important. Anything that
happens in the family will impact the child.
That is why, our child facilitators question
parents on family dynamics, school progress
and attendance, behavior issues, health
issues, and participation in Bible Study class.

In El Almirante, community and church
leaders are preparing for Crossroads
Church and High Point Church’s Short
Term Team. The team will be in the
community from June 10 to June 17.

Capulin Sponsored Children

Bible Study classes are held once a week.
Approximately 80 children have been
attending the classes. At present, the classes
are divided into two age groups (7-10 and 1117). More teachers are needed so that the
groups can be divided up more.

Health evaluations were concluded in
March with 146 children seen by doctors
and nurses. Children requiring medication were provided with what they
needed.

Please pray that knowledgeable Christ
followers will volunteer so that more groups
can be formed. Also please pray for Ruth that
she remains committed to God’s work in
Capulin.
HOH Staff, Richard Chatman and Jose
Almonté talk regularly with community
leaders. The leaders would like to see more
children sponsored.

HOH staff met with community leaders,
and designated six homes needing
bathrooms. The team will work alongside Dominicans on this project as well as
building community gardens and
preparing the new building (see “Healing
Waters” article, page 1) for the library and
school room.

Since January, some children have
received additional medical benefits.
One family is meeting weekly with a
counselor to discuss family issues.
Another child recently received medication for an allergic reaction.
Dr. Guzman meeting with a
sponsored child

(El Almirante continued on next page)
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The weekly Bible Study classes are such a
hit that leaders are looking for a bigger
space to hold them. Approximately 125
children and young people are currently
attending. HOH Staff and church leaders
hope to soon separate the younger and
older children so that discussions can be
more open.
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Catch the kid in the
front row – hopefully
he’s just trying to
remember the answer.

The Library – always one of my favorite
topics. Adults and kids are using it to look
for information on the internet, to work on
their homework, and some are reading
So good to see adults in the
books! Wonderful. The “task room” (we
library!
would call it the “classroom”) has twenty
children attending daily. We now have two
different teachers; one for the morning and
the other for the afternoon. The kids are
excited to be in the classroom, and learning
to read and write. Every day they have a In addition to the water filtration project (see
place to be at, just like their friends. Praise page 1), HOH and community leaders are
God.
looking forward to adding vegetable gardens
and the possibility of building a sports
We are very thankful for the dedication of
complex.
our Librarian, Valerin, and the two
Dir. Telma Sanchez, Jose
accredited teachers, Yina and Aurelina. It may seem that vegetable gardens are a noAlmonté and El Almirante
God has provided these children with his brainer. Unfortunately, the homes in the
community leaders
best.
community are built right next to each other.
(Similar to homes built side-by-side like
townhouses.) They have no yards. Still we
staff met with Mrs. Telma Sanchez,
found three families willing to try vertical
Direct of Community Development
vegetable gardening. You can be sure that
and Isidro Romano, Director of the
we’ll have pictures of them in the next
Engineering Department at City Hall.
Newsletter.
At their request, document-tation was
produced for the Mayor of the region.
The sports complex idea has been on the table
HOH is hopeful that we can see
for several months. Due to changes in the
positive results by the end of summer.
national leadership, HOH has encountered a
We will keep you updated.
number of delays. In March and April, HOH
No one works this hard
unless they’re doing
homework.

PALAMARA
This community has 5 sponsored children in it. They receive the
same attention as sponsored children in other communities. 4 of
5 children are attending weekly Bible Study, and staff are working
to see that the 5th child starts coming. HOH coordinates the Bible
Study through the local church.
During their March and April home visits, staff learned that the
children are making good progress in school. They had their
physicals, and home visits were made by HOH staff.

The third week of
April, Dave Breedy
stopped in Palamara to
visit Joselin de la Rosa,
his sponsored child.
She was shy, but so
happy to have a visit
from him!
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LECHERIA

CHILD
SPONSORSHIP
God was in the Dominican Republic long
before any of us with HOH DR set foot
there. His purpose for taking us there
was to share his glory. How amazing to
share the love of Christ.

4

HOH staff met with Lecheria leaders several times to discuss the upcoming visit by
the short term team from the First Baptist Church of Frisco, Texas in June. Sixtythree people are going on the trip. Six families in Lecheria will have bathrooms added
to their homes. The team will also hold Vacation Bible School and visit their
sponsored children. We hope that a lot more children will be sponsored during their
trip.

Whether it’s a letter, sending Bibles
or giving hugs to children on the
field, every child will discover his/her
incredible value as God’s chosen
one.
Child
sponsorship
makes
a
difference.
Please share this
Newsletter with family and friends;
talk about it at Church. Encourage
them to make a difference in the life
of a child.
Your tax-deductible contribution
of just $32/month will profoundly
change your sponsored child’s
future, and that change will give
you great joy and comfort.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR HOH STAFF
 That the Lord continue to give them strength and protection needed for the work He
has entrusted them
 For good communication between HOH staff and community leaders, church leaders,
parents and kids.
 For eyes and ears to be open to the Gospel of Christ, and that many would commit their
lives to Jesus.
 For funding for the water filtration projects planned for HOH communities.
4
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5byfaith

Friends, Beth and Don Williams have a ministry, The Yada Project, which has taken them to Indonesia, Honduras, Ecuador, Peru and
most recently the Dominican Republic. Beth wrote about their family’s visit in a blog called “5byfaith”, and I wanted to share a little
bit with you. With Beth’s permission, I have copied an excerpt from March 10th.
“The sign of palm trees and coconuts, the sound of car horns, the smell of salty ocean air, the taste of ripe, juicy fruits and the feeling of
purpose and hopelessness. All of our senses are engaged again in a 3 rd world country. ...
The past few days have been spent visiting villages/communities that Hands of Hope works in. The communities are located around
Santo Domingo and made up of about 1000 families and are mostly Haitian refugees coming to the Dominican Republic for hopes of a
better life. Due to a variety of factors (being undocumented in the DR for work, lack of education, limited transportation, etc.) the
chance of a better life is only a hope.
The walk through each community is not a new sight…the look of poverty is often the same regardless of the location in the world.
Trash littering the streets, the rickety shacks, stray dogs, little storefronts selling essentials…to the naked eye it looks the same in Asia,
South America or the DR. The issues are the same too…men who have given up hope and turned to drinking, gambling and deserting
their families. Women and girls who have been told their only worth is in selling their body. Overall the first glance leaves you feeling
hopeless.
But then you visit a small church in the community and you see a glimmer of hope. The people greet one another with big hugs and
warm handshakes; they sing with all their heart in their worship; and they pray like it is a lifeline. We spent a few hours in their church
on Sunday morning and then spent the remainder of the day walking through the village visiting those in the community that couldn’t
get to church.
First, we visited a widow who has no family so the church brings a bag of food each week. We went on to visit a man who was in a
motorcycle accident and fractured his femur, so the church raised enough money to pay for a surgery and medical care; a man who is
blind from an explosion at work; a woman whose husband deserted their family and the list goes on…. There are no government
programs to be sure that there is enough food, no national healthcare, and no daycare so parents can work. The church is the “program”
and it is reaching out and making a difference!
My first few steps into the community were dread…here we go into another impoverished community. It is filthy, it smells bad, and I’ve
seen it all before. But I walked out with a renewed sense of wonder at what God is doing here I the DR. These small villages have people
caring more about their neighbor than themselves; they are sacrificing what little they have to live out 2 Timothy (caring for widows),
Acts (the church caring for its own and bringing the Gospel to those around them). Their Bible is not being read; it is being lived out.”

For more information on The Yada Project, visit their website at theyadaproject.com.
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