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Hands of
Hope DR

“If you spend
yourselves in
behalf of the
hungry and
satisfy the
needs of the
oppressed, then
your light will
rise in the
darkness…”

Newsletter

Isaiah 58.10
CASEY ZYNDA, EDITOR, WRITER, GOPHER
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Alex Martinez – A Man with God on His Mind
Some of us talk about going on a
journey, but few of us ever do it,
especially one for God. But Alex
Martinez did.

Alex works alongside Richard Ascencio
and José Almonte in Santo Domingo. He
moved there two years ago specifically to
volunteer at HOH. His easy-going and
cheerful manner quickly disarms the
most shy, and he is respected by HOH
and all with whom he comes into contact.
He’s the guy in the background, who
works hard, interacts with others and
never says a word. He does not seek
recognition. Alex is a Colossians 3.23
man (“Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
men.”).

While a social worker in the Arizona child
protective services agency, he joined a
group of mission-minded men, affectionately call The Hawgs. Annually the
church group traveled to the Dominican
Republic and built structures; Alex was a
part of their team for eleven years. In
2013, through a church friend, he heard
of Hands of Hope DR and met with Vicki
Hellenbrand, HOH’s president. He was
inspired by the vision of the organization.
After many prayers and a lot of
discussion, Alex moved to Santo
Domingo and joined the HOH staff as a
full-time volunteer in 2014.
Alex assists Richard and Almonte by
translating during conference calls with
US based HOH leaders and for shortterm mission members; loading luggage,
moving equipment and taking on any
task he is asked to do. However, his most
important work is what he does on behalf
of Jesus – connecting with young and old,
being a friend, leading Bible Study and
sharing the Gospel.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
We at Hands of Hope have
been very busy beginning
preparations for teams visiting
the DR this summer. In addition to teams, we have set up
Child Sponsor visits. For the
community of Capulin, we
have two dates available: July
7-10, 2017 and July 10-13,
2017. For the community of El
Almirante, the trip date is
August 24-27, 2017. We are
very excited to offer these
trips, giving you an opportunity to spend one-on-one
time with your sponsored child
and their family. During these
visits you will have your own
personal translator. You will
visit their home, school and
spend time in the community
as well as a day away with
them. Sign up by emailing:
handsofhopedr@ gmail.com
or contacting me directly at
608/347-7755. May you enjoy
the end of our winter season
and the beauty of renewal in
spring.
Vicki Hellenbrand, President
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Once in the DR, Alex knew God wanted
him there to see and experience His
presence. But staying was difficult for
Alex. Often in the first year, he
questioned why he was there. Surely,
there were other ways – easier ways - to
follow Jesus; ways that did not involve
seeing poverty everywhere he went;
seeing children malnourished; witnessing
the frustration and anger of people
trapped in their situations. Fortunately,
Alex’s deep desire “to follow what Jesus
exemplified” grew and gave him the
courage to stay. “I have to persevere
through all of that to know and see His
love for me and those whom I share [His
story]. His providence is being obtained
through what I am involved in, for this
moment in my life.”
“I figured if I could just make a small
impact in someone’s life, loving on them
with hugs, holding hands, working
alongside them, talking, laughing,
playing dominos- anything that would
cause folks to ask questions as to why I
was here, then the door would open and I
could tell them about Jesus.” Amen.
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El Almirante Update
A Christmas party was held for the
sponsored children of El Almirante,
Palamara and Lecheria at a local camp.
This party was a little different from
ones that we would have in the U.S.
Yes, they had …

Fun activities …
And gifts.

VISIT TO THE
UNITED STATES

In December, Richard Asencio, José
Almonte and Alex Martinez visited
Wisconsin and Ohio. This was Richard
and Almonte’s first visit to the United
States. The purpose of their visit was to
connect with High Point Church and
Crossroads Church and to visit churches
in Ohio. They had opportunities to visit
an alpaca farm, attend a Wisconsin
Badger Football game, visit a GM plant,
see old friends and meet new ones. On
pages 4-5 are pictures of their visit.

At this party, however, the leaders held a discussion with teen boys and girls about
appropriate behavior between them. It was a wonderful opportunity to have a large
number of kids in one place to discuss an important topic. HOH desires that all
children in the program have an education and opportunities to grow and serve the
Lord. The kids face many challenges, and some can be prevented. Marino, El
Almirante’s Child Coordinator will be closely watching for potential problems.
Bags of food and fruit were handed out again, and children from larger families
were given sufficient food for the entire family.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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El Almirante Library
The Library continues to be a busy
place. Some people come every day to
read, and others come to improve their
reading skills. The Librarian, Valerin,
reported that 7 kids “reached perfection
in their reading”. The teaching room
continues to hold regular classes for
those who are not allowed to attend
school. (See the article “”Roadblocks to
Education” in the November 15, 2016
Newsletter.)
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Capulin Update
The sponsored children in Capulin had a
New Year’s Eve party. They were
transferred from their community on a
bus to a camp, where they attended Bible
study, played on playground equipment,
ate lots of food, made different crafts,
and received gifts. Pictures are displayed
to the below and to the right.

In Richard’s last report to the HOH Board,
he stated they have observed that the
impact of learning has improved the
children’s behavior. Different activities
have been implemented to motivate the
children to want to learn more.
This is really exciting news, and we are
very thankful for God’s provision in
seeing this project greatly benefit the
children and the community.

Meeting with El Almirante Church &
Community Leaders
HOH staff met with ten churches and
many community leaders to discuss
possible objectives for 2017. Some of the
objectives are:




Training for pastors;
Training for community leaders
in solving problems; and
Continued sanitation issues.

The teens in this group also benefitted
from a talk on appropriate behavior
between the sexes.
One of the treats in the DR at holiday
time is to include fruit with their meals.
When food bags were handed out at the
New Year’s Eve party, each child took
home sufficient food and fruit for their
family.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Almonte and Marino meet with church and
community leaders.

Other objectives are being discussed by
the U.S. Board.
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MORE PICTURES -

Library

December in Wisconsin

Are they frozen? You bet! They
wouldn’t wear coats that morning!
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Ohio Farm Days

Tour of GM Plant in Ohio

.

Meeting with High School Group

Meeting with Ohio Church Youth Group
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