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“If you spend
yourselves in
behalf of the
hungry and
satisfy the
needs of the
oppressed,
then your
light will rise
in the
darkness…”

Hands of
Hope DR
BOLETÍN

Isaiah 58.10

CASEY ZYNDA, EDITOR

Capulin Update
In June, 26 farmers traveled with HOH
co-director Jose Almonté and attended
an agricultural course in San José de
Ocoa. Greenhouses are utilized to start

is present to work with families on a
daily basis. Richard Asencio reports that
she is doing a good job with the
sponsored children.
Below is a picture from a meeting in July
when Jose Almonté and Richard Asencio
talked to parents about issues they are
facing with their children.

plants, and transplanted to fields. The
farmers were trained in planting bell
peppers, tomatoes, papaya and spinach,
starting the plants in a greenhouse to
protect the seedlings from extreme
weather. The farmers returned to
Capulin excited about what they had
learned and the prospect of expanding
their fields and helping Capulin develop
further.
Prior to June, DR Directors hired Ruth
Ester del Rosario as the Capulin
facilitator. Living in the community, she

Food Boxes. Following the meeting,
food was distributed to each sponsored
child’s family. Each family received milk,
rice, beans, oats, sugar, oil, chocolate,
salami and sardines, which is enough to
feed a family of five for a week. Those
with larger families received more food.
Sponsored children’s families who were
not present at the meeting had their
food delivered directly to their homes.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
It has been a busy summer for
Hands of Hope in the DR.
Many sponsors were able to
spend a week with their
sponsored children. The
overwhelming love and joy
expressed by each of them is a
true testament of God’s faithfulness when we care to reach
out and make a difference in a
young person’s life. Tears of
happiness were shed both by
the sponsored children and
sponsors. Please take time this
week to write a letter to your
sponsored child and share a
picture or two. Letting them
know you are thinking of them
and praying for them is life
changing for them. If you have
any questions or suggestions,
please feel free to reach out to
me at any time. May God bless
you in a very special way for
your faithfulness to the
children of the Dominican
Republic.
Vicki Hellenbrand
President, Hands of Hope
608-347-7755
www.handsofhopedr.org
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Meeting with Leaders. There was an
important meeting in July between
Capulin leaders and HOH DR Directors
Richard Asencio and Jose Almonté. The
leaders representing Capulin were
Domingo Amancio, Professor and
Chairman of the Farmers Association,
Belarminio Nova d. Oleo, Pastor of the
Church of the Good Shepherd; Juan
Pablo Nova, Director of the Capulin
School; Tania Ogando Quevedo,
President of the School’s Parents
Association; Aquino Rosario Pineda, a
representative of the municipal
government, and Santo Piña Mateo.
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Sponsored
child and
mother with
Ruth (Capulin
facilitator) and
Richard
Asencio on the
right.

The leaders gave their full support to
Hands of Hope DR, and asked that the
ministry continue its work in their
community. They delivered a
Commitment Letter to Richard and
Almonté, which outlined several
initiatives:





Construction of a sports field
for the children; and
Continued agricultural
training.

Larger attendance at
Children’s Worship and Sunday
School;
Promoting rights of children;
Supporting kids in pursuing
their education;

KEIVER & ALEXANDER WITH NEW

El Almirante Update
In June, Richard Asencio and Jose
Almonté met with El Almirante leaders
at the local church.




BUNK BEDS

Houses in poor condition
Lack of health care

HOH and the leaders will continue to
meet to discuss the best strategy for
addressing these issues.

The meeting revolved around three
issues identified by the leadership as
having a large impact on the
community:


In June and July, Marino Rosario, HOH
child facilitator, met with 97% of the
sponsored children and their families.
During each visit, he viewed the rooms
in the home and identified problem
areas, including several children whose
beds were either in very bad condition
or homes in which there were no beds.
Beds, bunk beds and mattresses were
purchased and delivered to their homes
in July.

Each year, tennis shoes and flip flops are
delivered to Pastor Luis’ Church in El
Almirante. More than 120 children
benefitted in July.

Several families will receive items that will
improve their quality of life – such as fans to
circulate the air; clothes; shoes; and repairs
to homes.

Poor state of the streets;
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Food Boxes. In June during the
Crossroads Church/High Point Church’s
Adult Team visit, 17 sponsored children
received food boxes for their families.
The boxes contained milk, rice, beans,
oats, sugar, chocolate, oil, salami and
sardines. “We believe that this food is a
great help for the families … we know
that it is a blessing for them as the food
will help a lot with the support of their
families.” *
*Richard Asencio, HOH DR Co-Director

In July, the remaining child sponsorship
families received food boxes. EVERY
child’s family received 1-2 boxes of food,
depending on the number of people in the
family, which provided enough meals for a
week.
School Supplies.
In July, the CRC/HPC Youth Team helped to
distribute school supplies to sponsored
children and their siblings. Each child
received a backpack, 5 notebooks, 2 pencils,

1 pencil sharpener and 1 eraser. In
August, each child will receive a school
uniform. Supplies and uniforms are
required for a child to attend school.

The Library is now fully equipped with
over 500 books, 3 computers and 4
tablets. Seventy adults and children
visited the Library in July. Many of
them use the computers to help them
with their studies at the University or
school.

Part-time teacher, Adalgisa, is now helping 8
children with basic education. These children are
unable to attend school because they do not have
a birth certificate – a requirement for all kids who
go to school.

Annual Birthday Party
Every year children’s birthdays are celebrated
by holding one party at a camp. In June, the
kids were taken to the camp where they
participated in a Bible Study, swam in a pool,
ate lunch, and had two cakes to choose from!
Each child received a gift. This type of activity
allows the kids to interact with each other
outside of the community and get to know
and trust each other more.
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The Crossroads Church/High Point

Church Adult and Youth Teams
visited the community in June and
July. As always, the minute you
depart the bus, the children swarm you.

4

TEAM VISITS

They just want to be touched or
hugged; a simple smile goes a long way.
While work carried on at the building
site of a home that was destroyed by
fire last year, the kids watched, and
team members stopped their work to
talk and play with the kids. Because it’s
not about the work; it’s about the
relationships we build.
A Youth Team member wrote Casey,
saying:
“I can’t pick a favorite part for
my time there, but what I will
cherish most is the constant
interaction and relationship
building with the children. They
won my heart over and I
honestly didn’t want to leave”
A picture says a thousand words…. Well,
here are some pictures that do just that.
Enjoy –
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Youth Team …
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Recommended Reading “What? We’re hurting instead of helping!
We’re just trying to make their lives
better. I mean after all, they don’t have
anything.” Doesn’t that sound like a
conversation between two people in our
present culture?

As a Christian, how does that line up
with your definition? If you’re not sure,
then you should read this book. When
Helping Hurts questions our definition of
poverty and gives us snapshots of what
“appropriate” helping looks like.

By Steven Corbett and Brian Fikkert

Webster’s Dictionary defines poverty as
“the state of one who lacks a usual or
socially acceptable amount of money or
material possessions.”

CHILD SPONSORSHIP FACILITATORS

Figure
1Ma

Marino Rosario
Marino is a Dominican, living with his wife and daughter in El
Almirante. Marino is a former Marine and former co-worker of
Richard Asencio and Jose Almonté at Food for the Hungry.

Ruz Esther de Rosario Mateo
Ruth (Ruz) is a Dominican living with her husand and two
children. She is studying education at the University. Prior to
joining Hands of Hope, she worked as a volunteer at another
non-profit organization.

Marino and Ruth were hired in May, 2016. They work 96 hours a month in their respective communities. Each visits homes and
monitors the sponsored children’s physical health, school progress and their families. They serve as a link between Hands of Hope,
community leaders and the local churches to gather and disseminate information on problems and look for potential resolutions.

Prayer request from Richard and Almonté:
[T]hat the Lord continue to give us strength to do the work
he entrusted to us. It is our goal to extend the Kingdom of
God and to God be the glory.
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